Traditional ideals provide the bones for a modern kitchen makeover

By Holly Berecz




Kitchen of the Year

The Arfs and Crafts movement symbolized a desire for function and simplicity, the use of natural materials and
a greatfer degree of craftsmanship. These are the same qualities a Florida family was looking for when they
planned a light and airy kifchen makeover. Cabinetmaker Michael Bright, of Bright Wood Works, Inc. in St.
Petersburg, FL, worked closely with interior designer Martha Wiliams from Design Line Studio, Inc. They also col-
laborated closely with the homeowners, who were very specific about what they wanted: all the bells and
whistles of a gourmet kitchen with the strong bones of the bungalow style.

From the very beginning, the buzzwords for the kitchen were “open” and “uncluttered.” An overall
unobstructed floor plan set the stage, and by avoiding overhead cabinets, Bright and Wiliams created the
expansive feel the owners desired. In order to provide storage yet preserve a sense of lightness, the design
team incorporated floating mahogany-stained shelving from countertop to celling. Cleverly designed with
no visual means of support, the perfectly seamless shelves coordinate with the mahogany island and fea-
ture built-in lighting.

In frue Arts and Crafts style, Bright consfructed maple face-frame cabinetry, painted white to set the
room’s fresh tone. “To a layperson, it’s just cabinetry,” he said. “But the doors and drawers are all inset in a face
frame, which requires a lof of thought and a serious amount of bench work.” He also added dark mahogany
feature molding along the celling to complement the shelving and island. Bright cleverly exposed joinery
details on the island fo enhance the Craftsman feel. “It's a subtle detail thaf makes a difference,” said Bright,
who used a 100-year-old machine to create the exposed features.

To make sure all measurements for the precast concrete counterfops were accurate, Bright had the entire
kitchen pre-installed in the shop. Once femplating was complete, he disassembled and then reinstalled it in
the actual home. The concrete countertops are a contemporary element, but glass inlays af the corners
reflect the shapes commonly found in a
bungalow home.

Pearly glass subway tiles cover the
backsplash from counterfop to ceiling
while cabinet hardware, professional-
style faucetry, a custom range hood
and stainless-steel appliances add a
maodern flair. The refrigerator and dish-
washers were fitted with custom pan-
els to blend perfectly into the sur-
rounding cabinetry. The same cabi-
nets and detailing elements adorn
the adjacent pantry, laundry area,
mud reom and the morning bar,
which feafures a coffee station and
wine storage.

Open and free-flowing, this kifchen'’s
simple yet inviting design belies its work-
horse functionality and its serious apti-
fude for gourmet cooking, making it the
perfect blend of form and function
and, well, art and craftsmanship. M
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To keep the kitchen open and light, fioafing, mahogany-
stained shelves were incorporated instead of wall cabinets

(left). Keeping with the Craftsman theme, the island features
exposed joinery (leff and top) and the kitchen is equipped
with inset face-frame cabinefry (above and below, leff).
Hardware, appliance and fixture choices give the space ifs
modern feel (above and below, leff and right).
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